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ITINERARY 

Monday 
09 December
10.25 – 16.00 h Transavia flight Amsterdam – Banjul,






  Transfer to hotel Bakotu (at Kotu).




17.30 – 18.45 h Birding around the hotel and Kotu Creek

Tuesday 
10 December
07.30 – 08.30 h  Fajara Golf Course





09.30 – 13.00 h  Gardens of Senegambia hotel, return by

 





   beach to Kotu





16.30 – 20.00 h  Kotu Creek, Casino Cycle Track

Wednesday 
11 December
08.00 – 13.30 h  Abuko Nature Reserve





15.30 – 19.30 h  Fajara Golf Course and Kotu Creek area

Thursday 
12 December
07.30 – 11.30 h  Brufut Woods





15.30 – 19.00 h  Tanji Reserve and village

Friday

13 December
08.00 – 12.00 h  Fajara Golf Course, Kotu Creek





17.00 – 19.15 h  Casino Cycle Track to nightjars area

Saturday
14 December
08.00 – 14.15 h  Pirang and northern part of the bush track from







   Fajara Banta to Jiboroh Kuta





17.00 – 19.00 h  Fajara Golf Course

Sunday
15 December
08.00 – 13.00 h  Casino Cycle Track to Senegambia hotel





17.30 – 19.00 h  Kotu Creek area

Monday
16 December
08.00 – 11.30 h  Brufut woods





15.30 – 18.30 h  Tanji village and reserve

Tuesday
17 December
Start of four days trip to Tendaba, Georgetown and Basse.





08.00 – 16.00 h  Kotu to Tendaba (stay at Tendaba Bush Camp), with

stops at a.o. the Kampanti ricefields for raptors. Evening walk around 

Tendaba “airfield”

Wednesday
18 December
08.00 –12.30 h  Tendaba: boat tour in mangrove-fringed

creeks at the northern bank of the Gambia river

13.30 –17.00 Tendaba to Georgetown (stay at Bird Safari Camp),

with various stops en route for birding.

Thursday
19 December
Georgetown to Basse, and vice versa; stay o/n at Bird Safari Camp.

Friday

20 December
Georgetown to Kotu, with a.o. a long stop at a major ricefield/wetland

complex approx. 50 km west of Georgetown.

Saturday
21 December   08.00 – 11.30 h  Bund Road and Old Ocean Road areas, near Banjul

and Bakau resp.

16.00 – 18.30 h  Kotu Creek area.

Sunday
22 December
08.00 – 12.30 h  Marakissa woods; 16.00 – 18.30 h Kotu Creek area.

Monday
23 December
12.30 h Transfer to airport; 15.30 – 22.15 h return flight to A’dam.

GENERAL INFORMATION

 Company

All birding activities were shared with two fellow-birders: Rob & Evelien Goldbach and two brothers Hans and Chris Janse. Thanks to being with 5 persons we not only found (and identified) more bird species but also could share costs of a.o. taxi drives, guides, and of the four-days inland trip. Also more in general we enjoyed very much each others company.

Flights and hotel

We booked a Sunair trip for 15 days, flights, hotel Bungalow Beach (in Kotu) and breakfast included, for a total fair of appr.Euro 750.-. Hotel Bungalow Beach & Bakotu (used by the Goldbach’s)  is probably one of the best places to stay for birders: the mangrove-fringed Kotu Creek with many birds is on only 200 meters walking distance, while the hotel grounds border the equally bird-rich Fajara Golf Course. 

Climate, currency and food

December is at the beginning of the dry season, thus most trees were still green. The first three days it became partly cloudy in the afternoon (after 15.00 h), temperatures being around 30 degrees. Later it was all days blue skies with even higher temperatures. More inland, during our four-days trip maximum temperatures went up to over 40 degrees. Birding activities were mostly performed between 07.30 – 12.30 h and again after 16.00 h, allowing a break for e.g. making notes, lunch and some swimming in the nearby ocean.

During our stay exchange rates were around 23.5 Dalasis for 1 Euro. Although there was a few official exchance offices next-door the hotel, we chanced money to a slightly better rate on the street.

Opposite the hotel Bakuto two more African-style restaurants are located which we used alternating for both lunch and dinner. Both restaurants are highly appreciated, certainly Ali’s restaurant providing live African music nightly.  Our favorite meals were a.o. Chicken Benachim, Domoda, Barracuda and Ladyfish.

Literature and bird sounds

· A Field Guide to the Birds of The Gambia and Senegal; Clive Barlow, Tim Wacher and Tony Disley, Pica Press, 1999 edition, ISBN 1-873403-32-1;

· A Birdwatchers Guide to The Gambia; Rod Ward; Birdwatchers Guides, Prion Ltd., 1994, ISBN 1-871104-04-1;

· Birds of Western Africa; Nick Borrow and Ron Demey, Helm Identification Guides, ISBN 0-7136-3958-8

· Illustrated Checklist, Birds of Western & Central Africa; Ber van Perlo, Collins, ISBN 0-00-220118-6

· Bird Songs of The Gambia & Senegal. An aid to Identification. Clive Barlow, John Hamminck, and Pat Sellar. Mandarin Productions (www.mandarinproductions.com ).Three CD’s with songs and calls of 265 of the c 660 species on the Senegambian list. 

Guides

At the time of our visit there seem to be more bird guides than birders, and most of them were actively offering their services. For trips to e.g. Abuko, Brufut Woods, Pirang and Marakissa we used the services of different guides (at a fair of approx. 300 Dalasi), merely for swift finding the hot spots and tracks. Being equipped with much better binoculars, scopes and a mini-CD player we found almost all birds ourselves though. For organizing the four-days inland trip to Tendaba (1 night stay at Tendaba Bush Camp, boat trip), Georgetown (2 nights at Bird Safari Camp) and Basse we used the services of Yaya Barry. The four days/three nights trip all included, except for lunches, costed US$ (Euro) 215 per person. Yaya Barry was serving us well on this trip and brought us to the most important places. His knowledge of all inlands spots helped us tremendously to find a lot of new species during this trip.

Guides Used:

· Caramba Touray, tel: 940966  ( Expert in Abuko (his brother joined us in Tendaba Creek)

++ Abuko + Brufut

· Abdul Rachman

++ Piran + Faraba Bush Track

· Yaya Barri, 30A Grant street, Banjul, The Gambia, tel: 497661 or 463239, fax: 465490

E-mail: kingbirders@hotmail.com or Kombo@gamtel.gm 

++ 4 days inland trip

· Mustapha Kassama, PO Box 5363, Brikama Post, The Gambia, tel: 983305

++ Bund/Old Cape Road + Marakissa

Taxi Driver

We had an excellent Taxi-driver (good driver, helpful and likes to show you around) in:

· Lamin Jawwaneh

C/o Landingtey Sonko

PO Box 25 Banjul, The Gambia

E-mail: l.jawneh@hotmail.com

INFORMATION ON THE SITES VISITED

General note: almost all sites visited are well covered in the booklet “A Birdwatchers’ Guide to The Gambia” (see above), hence here only some additional comments are given.

Kotu Creek, Fajara golf course and Casino cycle track (frequent visits each)

These three areas were all on less than 5 minutes walking distance from the hotel. From the bridge over the Kotu Creek excellent views could be daily obtained of 10+ wader species (incl. confiding Senegal Thick-Knees), 3 kingfisher species (Pied, Blue-breasted, Malachite), most of the heron and egret species, Hamerkops, sometimes Sacred Ibis, and many passerine species. The rice fields and wet areas between the Kotu Creek and the Casino cycle track were rather bird-rich, and produced a.o. Painted Snipe and 4 species of Cisticola’s. An evening walk over the Casino Cycle track towards an area with low dunes near the shore resulted in good views of both Long-tailed and Standard-winged Nightjars. The Kotu Ponds contained quite some wader species in addition to a large flock of White-faced Whistling Ducks and some Little Grebes. Multiple visits to the Fajara Golf Course produced about all the birds as mentioned in the Birdwatcher’s Guide. 

In short the area could be divided in 3 subdivisions:

· Kotu Golf Course 

++ Western Grey Plaintaineter, Little Bee-eater, Common Gonolek, Supalpine Warbler, Northen Puffback, Pearl-spotted Owlet (also during the day by imitating the call/song), Brown Babbler, Blackcap Babbler, Black-headed Lapwing, Wattled Lapwing, Senegal Coucal, Senegal Parrot, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Gabar Goshawk, African Oriole, Greater Blue-eared Glossy Starling, Long-tailed Glossy Starling, Variable Sunbird, Beautiful Sunbird, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Red-billed Firefinch, Bronze Munnikin and African Silverbill.

· Kotu Creek/Ponds e.o.

++ Black Heron, Western Reef Heron, Squacco Heron, Striated Heron, Hamerkop, Sacred Ibis, Blue-breasted Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Malachite Kingfisher, Palmnut Vulture, Black-shouldered Kite, Gabar Goshawk, Lizard Buzzard, Grey Kestrel, Giant Kingfisher, Grey Woodpecker, several species of Sunbirds, Painted, several species of Cisticola’s, Village Weavers, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Red-billed Firefinch, Bronze Munnikin, African Silverbill, Fork-tailed Drongo and  Thick-knee.

· Kotu Casino Cycle Track

++ African Jacana, Black Crake, Northern Crombec, Cisticola’s, several species of the small finches, Blue-bellied Roller, Broad-billed Roller, Abyssian Roller, Long-tailed Nightjar and Standard-winged Nightjar.
Senegambia hotel gardens (2 visits: 10 December, 09.30 – 13.00 h, 15 December, 10.30 – 13.00 h)

These gardens are a very good and quiet birding place with many shaded places. We saw many new birds during our first visit, incl. White-crowned Robin-Chat, Oriole Warbler, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Lanner Falcon, Red-necked Falcon, Lavender Waxbill, and Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird. Hooded Vultures are being fed here, hence are very tame, and will congregate at high numbers (hundreds).

Abuko Nature Reserve (1 visit: 11 December, 08.15 – 13.00 h)

The single visit to this small but very attractive forest reserve gave almost all target species, incl. Green and Violet Turacoes, Ahanta Francolin, African Pied Hornbill, Giant and Pygmy Kingfisher, both African Paradise and Red-bellied Paradise Flycatchers, Common Wattle-eye, Green Hylia, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Little Greenbul, Buff-spotted Woodpecker, Collared Sunbird, Western Bluebill, and – at the crocodile pool - an immature White-backed Night-Heron. Excellent views of the rare Ovambo Sparrowhawk were obtained.  Both Green Vervet and Western Red Colobus Monkeys (as well as some hybrids) were seen here.  

Brufut Woods (2 visits: 12 December, 08.00 – 11.30 h, 16 December, 08.00 –11.30 h)

Also Brufut Woods was experienced as a very good place for birding. It contains areas of relatively undisturbed savannah woodland harboring many attractive species. Here we found a.o. Senegal Batis, Black-crowned Tchagra, Sulphur-breasted Bush-Shrike, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Wahlberg’s Eagle, both Lesser and Greater Honeyguide, Viellot’s and Bearded Barbets, Didric’s Cuckoo and Stone Partridge.

The market in Brufut village is also interesting for a short stop. 

Pirang (1 visit: 14 December, 08.00 – 14.15, incl. the northern part of the Faraba Banta bush track)

The Scan-Gambia shrimp farms and surrounding mangroves harbor a good number of wetland species. The most famous bird species of Pirang is the threatened Black-crowned Crane, of which we found a single pair. Other birds of interest here were both Pink-backed and White Pelicans, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Plain-backed Pipit, White-backed Vulture and Quail Finch. Also various swallow and wagtail species were seen here, besides the obvious waders and raptors. Our taxi (driver) was not really able to drive the entire bush track from Faraba Banta down to Jiboroh Kuta, hence we only birded the most northern 2 km which already produced good raptor species including Bateleur, Rueppell’s Vulture, Grasshopper Buzzard, Dark Chanting Goshawk, Yellow-billed Oxpecker and Striped Kingfisher.

Tanji reserve and village (2 visits: 12 December, 15.30 – 19.00 h, 16 December, 15.30 – 18.30 h)

During the first visit to the reserve we used the official entrance. Despite seeing some good birds we found out that from here there was no easy access to the beach and sandbanks famous for their terns and gulls. Hence we re-entered the reserve from the main road approx. 1 km south of the main entrance. Passing a half open area containing low scrub, meanwhile seeing some good birds incl. African Green Pigeon, Grey Hornbill, Sulphur-breasted Bush-Shrike, and Four-banded Sandgrouse, the beach could be easily reached, where very good views were obtained from a variety of tern and gull species as well as White-fronted Plovers. Both here as well as at Tanji village Kelp Gulls were recorded. Tanji village is worthwhile to be visited in the late afternoon, when the small fishing boats return, attracting many gulls.

Tendaba, Georgetown and Basse (4 days trip 17 – 20 December)

The first day of the 4-days inland trip we drove from Kotu to Tendaba with three major stops, i.e. at a site for Hadada Ibis (Mandina Ba, between Kotu and Pirang), at a wetland site which produced a.o. Levaillant’s Cuckoo, and at the Kampanti rice fields. The latter stop was a very good one, as no less than 17 raptor species were seen here (incl. goodies as Martial Eagle, African Hawk Eagle, Rueppell’s and White-backed Vulture, African Goshawk and Bateleur), as well as some scarce passerines like Yellow White-eye and Exclamatory Paradise Whydah. Due to bad road conditions the (bumpy…) drive from Kotu to Tendaba took rather long, but beyond Tendaba the road became better, with less potholes. At Tendaba we stayed at the Tendaba Bush Camp and made a late afternoon walk over the Tendaba “airfield” (a sandy, partly muddy flat containing a few shallow lakes). Birds seen here included Yellow Penduline-Tit, Brubru, Black-rumped Waxbill, and African Fish Eagle on nest. The Abyssinian Ground Hornbills though were less co-operative and were neither seen here the next day. Near Tendaba we recorded a third monkey species, Patas, related to Red Colobus Monkey.

On 18 December we made a “creek tour” from 08.00 – 12.30 h using a small motorboat, exploring two interconnected mangrove-fringed creeks at the northern bank of the Gambia River. Interesting birds seen during this creek tour were Woolly-necked Stork, White-backed Night Heron (adult), Goliath Heron, Verreaux’ Eagle Owl, Mouse-brown Sunbird, Pygmy Sunbird, Blue-breasted Kingfisher and African Blue Flycatcher. We dipped on African Finfoot, a difficult bird here nowadays. In the afternoon we drove to Georgetown staying two nights at “Bird Safari Camp”. On the way we made a stop at the village of Madina, to visit the Marabous (7 nests) and no less than 4 Verreaux’s Eagle Owls.  At Bird Safari Camp, during the night, no less than 4 owls were simultaneously calling (Verreaux’ Eagle Owl, African Scops Owl, White-faced Scops Owl and Pearl-spotted Owlet). African Scops Owl could be tape-lured but White-faced Scops Owl, instead, was not at all attracted and remained invisible. Next morning we had good views near de river on a Swamp Flycatcher.

On December 19 we drove from Georgetown to Basse, where “crippling views” of two Egyptian Plovers were the highlight. Approx. 25 km east of Georgetown we visited the Bansang quarry containing a large Red-throated Bee-eater colony and where also a.o. Cinnamon-breasted Buntings and Black-winged Bishops were seen. At Basse we made a long walk starting from the Egyptian Plover site in southeastern direction and found Northern Carmine Bee-eaters approx. 1.5 km further. Late afternoon we made a walk at Bird Safari Camp into the surrounding woodlands, producing a.o. Western Banded Snake Eagle, Verreaux’ Eagle Owl, Oriole Warbler, Stone Partridge and a variety of pigeons. 

On 20 December, we returned from Georgetown to Kotu, with a major stop at a marshy/ricefield area some 50 km west of Georgetown, where a number of good birds were seen, incl. many Black-tailed Godwits and Ruff, Grey-headed Kingfisher, Western Banded Snake Eagle, the Baudouin’s (race of Short-tailed) Snake Eagle, a Marabou, Purple Herons, 7 African Pygmy Geese, a flock of Knob-billed Ducks, and Yellow-crowned Bishops. At Tendaba Bush Camp we made a major lunch stop.

Marakissa (1 visit, December, 22 08.00 –12.30 h)

This location is not described in Rod Ward’s Birdwatchers’ guide but is very worthwhile to visit. It is a forested area that can be reached through Brikama and passed (3 km south of) Marakissa village. A Dutch couple (Corry and Joop Hermse) recently opened a nice site to stay here, called Marakissa River Camp, situated along a small river. We enjoyed lunch here. Their bird list is growing, and we could add Painted Snipe. This was one of the last sites which we visited and yet it produced a number of new trip birds of high quality, incl. Black Woodhoopoe, Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike, Klaas’s Cuckoo, a singing Red-pate Cisticola (rare), and a calling Grey-headed Bush-Shrike. Some good raptors were also seen here, incl. Brown Snake Eagle and the melanistic form of Gabar Goshawk.

The Bund Road and Old Ocean Road (1 visit, 21 December, 08.00 – 11.30 h)

When we visited the Bund Road near Banjul in the morning of December 21 it was high tide, hence only few waders were seen here, including some Oystercatchers new for the trip. Most of the common heron and other wetland species were present here but no African Spoonbill or Yellow-billed Stork, maybe due to the tide. Hence, next we decided to check the Old Ocean Road as a possible alternative site for these species, but in vain. Nonetheless some good birds were present along the Old Ocean Road incl. African Reed Warbler and Marsh Sandpiper, both not seen before on this trip. The mangroves along the Old Ocean Road furthermore held Subalpine Warblers, Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters, Woodchat Shrike, Malachite Kingfisher, and Siffling Cisticola. 

BIRDLIST

In total we recorded approx. 302 species, of which 204 new species for me.

Names/species (splits) are following Birds of Western Africa; Nick Borrow and Ron Demey, Helm Identification Guides.

